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Campus Public Safety has a new addition: Archie, a therapy pup
in training. Archie will support student wellbeing, community
partnerships, and more. To learn more, turn to page 5.

THE POWER OF
With one year remaining in the A model for living and learning
campaign, donor generosity fuels new and existing projects.

Imholte, late 1960s

A MODEL FOR LIFE-CHANGING
STUDENT EXPERIENCES: JOHN Q.
IMHOLTE SCHOLARSHIP
Two-hundred and thirty-nine students have
been able to make the most of their UMN Morris
experiences, thanks to the John Q. Imholte
Scholarship. The scholarship was established
in 1990 to mark the retirement of the nowlate Imholte, who served as the campus’s top
administrator for 21 years. Its purpose was to
support UMN Morris students.
Harlo “Pete” Peterson ’64 has been supporting
the scholarship fund since 1993. A member of
UMN Morris’s first graduating class, Peterson
remembers Imholte as not only a great professor,
but also the epitome of what UMN Morris
stands for.
“My first professor was John Q. Imholte,”
says Peterson. “He was always an
outstanding professor.”
Peterson says a lot has changed since his
undergraduate days—cost to attend, scholarships
offered—but one thing hasn’t: the value of a UMN
Morris education and experience.
“Back then some classes were so small we
met in professors’ offices. You could ask any
question and get a good answer. To me,
that’s a great education.”

Carpenter

A MODEL FOR FACULTY LEADERSHIP:
CHEMISTRY INSTRUMENTATION ACCOUNT
A conservative estimate by Professor of Mathematics Peh
Ng puts the number of students mentored or taught by
Professor Emerita Nancy Carpenter at 7,500. That’s a lot
of undergrads.
Working with students is what Carpenter loved best
about her job. So, on the occasion of her retirement,
she left them a gift: the Chemistry Instrumentation
Account, or CIA. Its purpose is to enhance their learning
experience by supporting the repair, maintenance, and
upgrade of instruments within the Chemistry Discipline.
“Using state-of-the-art instrumentation is crucial in the
work that chemists do every day: it’s how we solve
problems, it’s how we drive forward in research,”
Carpenter says. “To me this is a way of saying ‘thanks,’ of
giving back to help our students get the great education
they deserve.”
Carpenter’s gift isn’t only a gift to her students or the
campus, though. It’s also a gift for the greater good.
“Since our ‘be all end all’ is to prepare our students to
become creative problem solvers who can help solve
issues that face our global citizenry, doing this to help
them have a better education impacts everyone,” she
adds. “Our students will get the excellent education
they deserve and will be able to use it to make new
pharmaceuticals or make new materials for solar cells
and so on.”

POSSIBILITY

Bowman family

A MODEL FOR BEAUTIFUL, SMART
SPACES: LAFAVE HOUSE ARTWORK

A MODEL FOR REGIONAL RESILIENCE: MORRIS
COMMUNITY SOFTBALL

It’s no secret the Morris campus is a thing of
beauty. One of its most iconic spaces, the LaFave
House, offers visitors, friends, and newcomers a
warm welcome to the University. The house serves
as a gathering place for campus and community
functions and is known for its friendly and
comfortable, but also elegant, atmosphere. It’s also
known for its permanent art collection, which grew
this year with the addition of a new piece.

There’s something special about a softball game on a
perfect summer day. Thanks to the generosity and vision of
community partners, the campus softball fields we know and
love will soon be bigger and better. With three new fields,
upgraded seating, a concession stand, press box and more,
the new Morris community softball facility will transform the
experience of players and fans while boosting the
local economy.

Thanks to the children of Edward and Patricia
Paul LaFave, “Metal Waterfowl Sculpture” by Silas
Seandel now hangs in the sunroom. There the
fired copper and bronze can catch the morning
light. Commissioned in 1977 for Citizen’s Bank
of Morris, the work is a piece of campus and
community history, illustrating the connection
between the two.
“There is a clear commitment to keeping the
connection between the campus and the family
alive through the generations, and items like this
sculpture serve as one of those connection points,”
says Conferences and Events Coordinator Kellcee
Baker ’10, who manages use of the house. “Guests
of the LaFave House are always commenting on
the beauty of the house and what it represents.
The sculpture, installed in the sun porch, is a fun
surprise for our guests and another option to learn
about the LaFave family.”

UMN Morris and Morris Area Schools have a strong history
of working together on facilities like Big Cat Stadium and
the shared track. The new community softball complex will
provide life-changing opportunities for student-athletes of
all ages to grow and play on one of the finest fields in west
central Minnesota.
Robi and Ray Bowman have seen firsthand what the softball
fields mean to their community: their daughter, Emma, has
loved the game her entire life and has spent a lot of time on
those fields. So the Bowmans, through the Harold Lee and
Vernita Ruth McEachern Family Foundation, made a gift to the
Morris Community Softball Fund; now they can’t wait to see
Emma and area athletes play at the new complex.
“Being passionate about the high school, Morris community,
and UMN Morris, it was a perfect fit for us,” says Robi.
“Watching the Morris community, the school, and UMN Morris
come together for another joint project has been exciting.
The fields will have multiple uses and will be played on and
enjoyed for several years to come.”

giving news

QUEEN OF
THE PRAIRIE
Once upon a time, an experiment was launched on the edge of the Minnesota
prairie. A group of visionary men and women believed in what the liberal
arts could do for rural young people and what a college campus could do
for the local economy. So they fought for a University of Minnesota campus
to be established in Morris. And they succeeded. In the years to come, the
campus and its community grew. They were tested. But through hard work and
dedication, that experiment became one of the nation’s best public liberal arts
colleges. And 60 years later, its story is ongoing.
Former Dean and Vice Chancellor (1979-1995) Elizabeth S. Blake knows this story
better than most. Affectionately known as “Bettina,” Blake served the Morris campus for
more than 25 years, as chief academic officer and a professor of French. Once dubbed
“the Queen of Liberal Arts” by her University colleagues, she was a key figure in the
early success of UMN Morris. Today she remains its passionate champion and an equally
passionate defender of its educational philosophy.
Blake knows the liberal arts are not just for the social elite, because the Latin phrase
artes liberales means “education for free citizens.” She sees liberal arts as a vital component
of American democracy, especially as a necessary preparation for citizen leadership.
So we asked Blake about her commitment to the liberal arts at UMN Morris and how
philanthropy helps advance the campus mission.
Blake on the value of the liberal arts...
The phrase “liberal arts” is very difficult to use as a public label because people
associate it with political views, so I have always emphasized what it really means. The
phrase comes from our European tradition of wanting to prepare people for the
greatest kinds of leadership in their communities. What I have tried to say, always, is
that if you have young people who are intellectually capable of college-level learning,
you should give them a liberal arts education because it opens the door to different
kinds of leadership. You can be a leader in your community, or in your profession,
or in any area important to you. Once you have this kind of education, people turn
to your leadership expecting you to show them how to move forward. The word
“liberal” in Latin does not refer to a kind of activity—it refers to free citizens in a
democratic society. I have always emphasized that and made my gift with that purpose
in mind: to support the basic kinds of knowledge that should be taught at Morris to
move forward our democracy, our country. It’s complicated, but also so simple.

About Blake
Elizabeth S. Blake, professor emerita of
French, served as vice chancellor for
academic affairs and dean from 1979 until
1995. She currently resides in Boston,
Massachusetts, where she continues to
be an active scholar and writer. Blake’s
philanthropic giving celebrates and
strengthens the success of the University
of Minnesota Morris as an undergraduate
liberal arts campus and contributes to its
continuing quest for high distinction in
baccalaureate education.

Blake in her office in 1980.

On supporting the academic mission:
Everybody on campus has to know what the mission of the campus is and be able to
reinforce that with students and others. Once completely won over by the idea of
a good liberal arts education, you want to support it. You do not want to lose this
precious thing that shapes your life. It kind of builds on itself.
It is amazing. I have had UMM students tell me they had wonderful conversations
with a custodian in their residence hall. That is great if what is going on in the
classroom is reflected everywhere else on campus. It reinforces what is going on
in the classroom. To me, that is the ideal: what you are doing in one subject or
classroom reinforces what you are doing elsewhere.
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Maddy Maxeiner, vice chancellor emerita
for external relations; Nancy Carpenter,
professor emerita of chemistry; and Blake
at the 2001 Honors and Awards event.

giving news

A MODEL FOR LIFE-CHANGING STUDENT
EXPERIENCES: CAMPUS THERAPY K9

As mental health crises on campus and in the community increase, the University of
Minnesota Morris must find creative ways to improve student wellbeing. That’s why the Public
Safety department is adding a new officer to the force: a therapy dog.
Known affectionately as Archie, this therapy dog will foster relationships, comfort victims,
and contribute to the health of the Morris campus and rural community. The first of its kind at a
Minnesota college, this program responds to the needs of UMN Morris students in a way that is
unique to the campus culture: a relationship-based, student-centric solution.
Research shows that interaction with a therapy dog reduces blood pressure, lowers stress,
stimulates memory, and more. Archie will help students build positive relationships with Public
Safety while overcoming barriers to graduation and future success. He also will help Public Safety
provide mental health resources and victim advocacy throughout the Morris area.
“Archie will assist our department in bringing a greater level of service to the population we serve, on campus and in the community,”
says Director of Public Safety Rob Velde. “Therapy animals prove to be excellent tools to help people in need. And who doesn’t like to pet a
dog, no matter their situation or mood?”
Archie began training in late spring and spent six weeks this summer at a training camp. When he is certified, he will be part of the
Morris Let’s Thrive program. Morris Let’s Thrive is a holistic campus initiative infusing evidence-based mental health and wellbeing
practices, skill building, information and resources into UMN Morris students’ curricular and co-curricular life. Learn more at
students.morris.umn.edu
This program is made possible thanks to the private giving support of donors and friends.

UMN MORRIS NAMES
CLIFFORD J. BENSON
CENTER FOR COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS
This naming honors a leader in campus history
and strengthens the University’s work in
engagement, sustainability, and rural vitality.
Outreach units at the University of Minnesota Morris have
been named the Clifford J. Benson Center for Community
Partnerships. This naming honors a leader in campus history and
strengthens the University’s work in engagement, sustainability,
and rural vitality.
“Senator Clifford J. Benson was dedicated to developing
leaders who could ensure that rural communities can continue
to thrive,” says Administrative Director of Civic Learning and
Engagement Argie Manolis. “For more than 25 years the University
of Minnesota Morris has been dedicated to campus-community
partnerships that address community needs in small towns and
ensure that our students can learn from—and become—the leaders
rural communities need. Coordinating our engagement work
under one umbrella will strengthen our ability to do both, and to
honor Senator Benson’s life and legacy.”

Benson was a key figure in obtaining and locating the University of
Minnesota campus in Morris.
Senator Benson often said
that UMN Morris was his greatest
achievement. His family still keeps
the golden shovel he utilized at
groundbreakings. And they are proud
of his legacy on campus.
“This is a fitting recognition of
his efforts,” says Benson’s son Steve.
“My dad was a driving force behind
UMM. He wanted to make things
better for young people in western
Benson
Minnesota. He was always for small
Midwestern communities.”

CLIFFORD J. BENSON
Cliff (C.J.) Benson (1906–92) was an attorney and Minnesota
State Senator from Ortonville from District 48 from 1959–62
and from District 24 from 1963–72. Those districts represented
Morris and a large section of west central Minnesota. Senator

CENTER FOR COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
The Center for Small Towns (CST), Office of Community
Engagement, and Office of Sustainability comprise the Clifford J.
Benson Center for Community Partnerships, as approved by the
campus community on March 3, 2020.
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campus news
DABBS EARNS HORACE T. MORSE AWARD

BURKE EARNS TATE ADVISING AWARD

Associate Professor of Art History Julia
Dabbs has earned the Horace T. Morse University of Minnesota Alumni
Association Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Undergraduate
Education. The award honors excellence
in undergraduate education across the
University of Minnesota.
“Julia is clearly an extraordinary asset
to our campus and to the University of
Minnesota, with an impressive and creative
range of support for undergraduate education,” writes Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs and Dean Janet Schrunk Ericksen. “She has
demonstrated well that art history is a vital, active field of study with
much to offer students and the larger community.”
An art historian with an interest in public art and the work of
women artists, Dabbs writes that she “teaches through art” how to
understand the world and how it’s visually rendered from artist to
artist. Her field, she says, is an essential one to study, although
often overlooked.
“Art history is not always considered ‘essential’ in our culture
today, but to my mind, it is essential, and the skills our students
gain can be intertwined with studies in the sciences, social sciences,
education, and other humanities fields,” writes Dabbs. “We analyze
and examine life, as expressed in visual objects; we interpret those
findings, and then we communicate meaning to help others learn,
assess, empathize, and ideally, gain inspiration.”
As she enters her “third decade as a teacher-adviser-researcher,”
Dabbs reflects on her contributions to undergraduate education at the
University. She’s helped hundreds of students from a variety of majors
through her courses and community-engaged learning projects. She’s
proud to have involved them in her research and to have taught them
to appreciate what we see around us.
“It has been so rewarding to get students excited about art history,
which is a subject they’ve usually not encountered before,” she writes.
“When they tell me, ‘I’m going to go to museums more often now,
or ‘art history is what got me through an emotionally challenging
semester,’ I feel like I’ve done my job.”

Associate Professor of
Communication, Media, and
Rhetoric Barbara Burke is a 2020
recipient of the University of
Minnesota John Tate Award for
Excellence in Undergraduate
Advising. Tate Awards recognize
high-quality advising at the
University of Minnesota.
Nominators say Burke “has taken
every opportunity to develop and
share her advising expertise and the programmatic reach of
advising on the Morris campus, and she has changed student,
staff, and faculty lives for the better in doing so.”
Academic advising at UMN Morris is unique in that
faculty—not staff—serve as advisers. Burke describes the model
as a partnership, one she says benefits UMN Morris students.
“Many of my advisees are also students in my class,
so I think about them when research and professional
opportunities arise,” says Burke. “I’ve gotten to know these
students as people, and I’ve become aware of their skills,
which gives them an added benefit.”
Burke remembers being an undergrad who didn’t know
all of the ins and outs of the college experience or degree
requirements. Today she aims to “demystify” these for students.
“As an adviser, I commit myself to listening to the
needs and interests of the student as well as exercising my
responsibility to be knowledgeable about University policies,”
she says.
When asked what advice she has for today’s undergraduate
students, she encourages responsibility, ownership, and
confidence in the face of new stressors and challenges.
“I’m seeing more and more students facing more and
more life stresses relating to economics, mental health, and
career permanence,” she says. “But I believe our graduates are
going to be learning throughout the rest of their lives. They’ll
know how to ask good questions. They’ll know how to take
action in creative ways.”

CAMPBELL EARNS UMN PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Jonathan Campbell, assistant professor and director of jazz studies, earned the University of
Minnesota President’s Award for Outstanding Service. An active artist, educator, and community
member, Campbell shares his love of jazz with students, colleagues, alumni, and others.
“I am extremely honored to receive this award and was speechless when I found out,” says
Campbell. “For me, it is about giving back. Through performance and education, I absolutely love
sharing and passing along this great art form with others.”
Recipients of the President’s award demonstrate “an unusual commitment to the University
community.” According to Campbell’s nominator, Professor of English and Gender, Women, & Sexuality
Studies Julie Eckerle, Campbell is distinguished not only by what he does, but also by how he does it.
Among the accomplishments cited by Eckerle in her nomination are Campbell’s efforts to
create a Jazz Studies minor, his relationships with area high schools, prospective students, and alumni; his technical upgrades to campus
facilities; his ambitious performance portfolio; and his efforts to integrate jazz into the Morris community. His work, she states, not
only serves UMN Morris and students from a variety of majors, but also feeds a “hunger” long felt by the rural community—all with
indefatigable enthusiasm.
“I stand in amazement of Campbell’s seemingly limitless energy and find myself immensely grateful for the fact that he has devoted
this energy to the cultural life of our town, campus, and students,” Eckerle writes. “What he has accomplished since 2015 [when he joined
the faculty at UMN Morris] and continues to create is truly ‘outstanding.’”
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GOODNOUGH EARNS OUTSTANDING
SERVICE TO UNIVERSITY SENATE
GOVERNANCE RECOGNITION

SCHULTZ EARNS FACULTY DISTINGUISHED
RESEARCH AWARD

Associate Professor of Chemistry
Jennifer Goodnough has earned the
Outstanding Service to University Senate
Governance Recognition. The award
recognizes commitment to University
shared governance.
“I’m hard pressed to identify anyone
who has done more good work for
University Senate governance than Jenn Goodnough,” says her
nominator, Professor Emerita Nancy Carpenter. “Anyone who
knows her knows she is truly amazing at this work—her attention
to detail, clear-thinking, and work ethic are unsurpassed. She has
a passionate devotion to policy and a mind like a steel trap when it
comes to retaining the details necessary to apply policy with integrity
and fairness.”
Goodnough has been an active and dedicated participant in
shared governance at the campus level for 15 years and systemwide
for 10. Campus governance, she says, has the power to make the
University stronger. And it is strengthened by participation from
the community.
“When campus governance (both at Morris and systemwide) is
working at its best, faculty, staff, students, and administrators are
working together to make the University of Minnesota a place of
excellence,” says Goodnough. “I think the key to making governance
work at its best is having engaged people take advantage of the
opportunities presented to be both a voice and an ear.”

OLSON-LOY EARNS NASPA PILLAR OF THE
PROFESSION AWARD
Sandra Olson-Loy, vice chancellor
for student affairs, has been named a 2020
Pillar of the Profession by the NASPA
Foundation—one of the organization’s
highest honors. Senior student affairs
officer at UMN Morris for two decades,
Olson-Loy has devoted her career to
developing a comprehensive studentlife program rooted in the University’s
mission as a selective, rural public liberal arts college.
“Sandy’s work has been centered in bringing our UMN Morris
public liberal arts mission and vision to life,” says Leslie Meek,
professor emerita of psychology and a long-time collaborator with
Olson-Loy. “She has done so in ways that have transformed this
campus and the lives of our students. ”
“Sandy Olson-Loy is a pillar of the University of Minnesota
Morris community,” adds Chancellor Michelle Behr. “Sandy’s
strong institutional knowledge and experience are well balanced
by her forward-looking understanding of the changes that are
impacting higher education and our institution.”
An active volunteer, educational session presenter, and
leader, Olson-Loy co-chaired NASPA’s Small Colleges and
Universities Institute for senior student affairs officers in 2006
and, a year later, was invited to serve as the first division chair for
small colleges on the NASPA board of directors.

Professor of Theatre Arts Ray Schultz
has earned the 2019–20 University of
Minnesota Morris Faculty Distinguished
Research Award. The award recognizes
sustained research and/or artistic
productivity of a Morris faculty member over
the course of a career. Schultz is the first
recipient to represent the performing arts
since the award was first granted in 2000.
“Since coming to UMM, I have accumulated a large portfolio
of research and creative activity, which has added to my already
substantial professional vitae,” Schultz writes. “My time here has
made me more deeply appreciate the value of theatre in a liberal arts
setting and has made me, I believe, a better artist and teacher for it.”
Schultz’s notable productions include Hedda Gabler (Austin
Shakespeare), Hamlet (Austin Shakespeare), Letters of Tennessee
Williams (Touring), Doubt (Detroit Repertory Theatre), Burn
This (Performance Network Theatre), Next Fall (Performance
Network), The Little Dog Laughed (Performance Network), Take Me Out
(Performance Network Theatre), Angels in America (Meadow Brook
Theatre), All My Sons (Meadow Brook Theatre), and more. His
research interests include gay dramatic literature, particularly
AIDS plays. Schultz has contributed numerous performance
reviews to Theatre Journal. With Professor of Studio Art Jess Larson,
he co-authored “Staging Sustainable Shakespeare,” which was
included in Performance on Behalf of the Environment.
“One cannot emphasize enough that Ray not only excels in
three distinct aspects of theatre (actor, director, and scholar),
but also has made separate, significant contributions within his
writing to the study of Shakespeare, LGBT/AIDS in theatre,
and sustainable productions within an academic program,”
writes Larson. “Ray exemplifies a commitment and excellence to
research that is more than worthy of recognition with this award.”

JOHNSON EARNS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
TEACHING AWARD
Assistant Professor of Biology Rachel
Johnson has earned the 2020 UMN
Morris Alumni Association Teaching
Award. Johnson stands out among peers
for her commitment to undergraduate
teaching and learning. An immunologist,
Johnson is a particularly appropriate
choice this year.
“Given our current state of affairs, it is hard to overestimate
the impact Johnson’s course development on vaccines, epidemics
and now pandemics has had,” nominators write. “The particularly
wonderful aspect of these courses is that they are for all our
liberal arts students—not just science students. The need could
not be greater, given Johnson’s emphasis on critical thinking and
communication skills development.”
“Rachel has made extraordinary contributions to her students
and the campus, providing an exemplary model of liberal arts
learning both within and well beyond the study of biology,” adds Vice
Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Dean Janet Schrunk Ericksen.
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VUE ’20 AND CHRISTENSEN ’20 ARE
FULBRIGHT FINALISTS
Trina Vue ’20 and Mara Christensen ’20 are Fulbright U.S.
Student Program finalists. Their successes speak to the power and
value of a UMN Morris education on the global stage.
VUE
An English major, Vue was chosen
to spend a year as an English Teaching
Assistant in Thailand. There she will
have the opportunity to teach children
not only about English as a language,
but also about the nuances of and
diversity within American culture.
“Growing up, I listened to my
parents tell stories about their time as
refugees in Thailand,” says Vue. “It
always seemed like such a faraway place,
even though they called it home, which
is why this Fulbright experience means so much to me: because it
will provide me with the opportunity to retrace my family’s roots
and learn about a culture that I have always admired.”
CHRISTENSEN
An elementary education major,
Christensen was chosen to spend a
year as an English Teaching Assistant
in South Korea. There she will have
the opportunity to teach children not
only about English as a language, but
also about the nuances of and diversity
within American culture.
“I am honored to be awarded
the Fulbright ETA to South Korea,”
says Christensen. “This opportunity
invites me to represent my culture and
community on a global scale, while gaining a unique experience as
a teacher and learning about another culture. I want to thank my
professors, family, friends, and the Fulbright program for their
support in achieving this humbling award.”
Five Morris students submitted Fulbright applications this
year, supported by advising from faculty and staff through the
Academic Center for Enrichment, and all were semifinalists.
Christensen is one of two finalists.
“As one of the country’s top public liberal arts colleges,
UMN Morris provides talented students access to life-changing
educational opportunities,” said Chancellor Michelle Behr.
“Our exceptional students are prepared to live as engaged
global citizens, and we are excited for their upcoming Fulbright
experiences.”
The Fulbright Program is the flagship international
educational exchange program sponsored by the U.S. government
and is designed to increase mutual understanding between the
people of the United States and the people of other countries.
Learn more at eca.state.gov/fulbright.
Editor’s note: As this issue was going to press, a third UMN Morris finalist was
awarded an ETA: congratulations, Anika Paulson!
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FOUR UMN MORRIS STUDENTS PRESENT
RESEARCH IN IRELAND
Four University of Minnesota Morris students presented their
research at the 70th Annual Irish History Students’ Association
(IHSA) conference in Dublin, Ireland, this spring. Inspired
by a conversation with author David Ebershoff, the students
worked with Distinguished McKnight University Professor
of English Michael Lackey to do serious research about the
nature of biofiction. Their collaboration illustrates the kinds of
opportunities students have at UMN Morris.
Bailey Kemp ’19, Claire Larson ’20, Nora Lund ’22, and
Johannah Woodley ’22 first became interested in researching Irish
biofiction after enrolling in Lackey’s class, where they read and
analyzed biographical novels by Irish authors. Lackey urged them to
submit their work to the conference.
Lackey mentored the students as they worked together to
refine their abstracts. He believes this kind of close partnership is
what makes the UMN Morris experience so impactful.
“Our classes are small, so I can work closely with students,”
he says. “Because we have so much contact with our students, we
can make a real difference in their lives. And when our students
succeed, that makes a huge difference on our lives as professors.”
Kemp agrees, adding, “I feel incredibly lucky to have these
opportunities as an undergrad, and even luckier to be in a place
where the faculty and staff care so much about making these
opportunities available and affordable.”
“Going to an international conference is a huge honor and
it’s one of the great opportunities that the Morris campus offers,”
adds Larson.
This activity was made possible by the English Discipline and
the Division of the Humanities.

HANSMANN ’20, ADAMS ’03, WILLIE’S EARN
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AWARDS
Amanda Hansmann ’20, Kari Adams ’03, and Willie’s
Supervalu earned 2020 Community Engagement Awards. Winners
make a big difference on campus and in the Morris community.
“This year’s winners have worked to deepen and expand
volunteer opportunities for pre-health students, welcome the
Latino community, and provide sustenance and supplies that
are needed for our community engagement projects,” says
Administrative Director of Civic Learning and Engagement
Argie Manolis.
Honoring UMN Morris’s mission to promote civic
engagement, Community Engagement Awards recognize students,
faculty, staff, and community members who have demonstrated
exemplary commitment to community engagement. Honorees also
earn Minnesota Campus Compact Presidents’ Awards.
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ASK THE EXPERTS:
SOCIAL JUSTICE
Assistant Professor of Education Sara Lam ’03 talks about teaching social
justice and understanding social change through a liberal arts lens.
As the anti-racist movement rocks the country in the wake of George Floyd’s death,
the liberal arts can provide a lens for understanding and action. So we asked Assistant
Professor of Education Sara Lam ’03, who specializes in teaching for social justice,
what we can do in our own lives to learn and take action for change.
Q: You have a UMN Morris liberal arts background: how do you think it’s
prepared you to understand and act on this moment?
A: Racism permeates American society, and institutes of higher education are not
immune to it. The first class I had at UMN Morris was my First Year Seminar
about Asians in America, which helped me contextualize my experiences as
an Asian who had just moved to the US. I remember student life at UMN
Morris being not only active, but also activist-oriented, and this was a source of
learning and support. I participated in student organizations, mentorship and
training focused on facilitating dialogue about justice. As an education major, I
engaged in fieldwork in a wide range of contexts, international, domestic, and
in an Indigenous nation. This opened my eyes to inequities in education.
Q: You help teachers prepare to talk with kids about justice and inequity. How
do you equip them to have those conversations, and are there lessons
there for parents, too?
A: I show my students, who are future educators, that racism and other forms of
oppression are not just interpersonal, but are systemic. Racism is structured
into our school system in the form of curricular bias, discipline practices,
standardized testing, and more. I want students to see that it’s not enough
for teachers to be “colorblind,” because that allows those forms of racism
to continue working. Instead, antiracist teachers recognize how educational
racism harms our students and actively work against it. I teach students
methods for practicing antiracist teaching, such as amplifying the knowledge
and histories of marginalized groups in the curriculum and resisting discipline
practices that marginalize or even criminalize students. This applies very
directly to parenting. Antiracist parents are not colorblind. They reflect on
how their parenting decisions might reinforce privilege and inequities. They
teach their children to recognize and take action against injustice.
Q: How would you suggest people educate themselves on issues
of social justice?
A: Listen to and learn from the people who are most directly affected by the issue.
Many authors, speakers, and artists have worked to share their knowledge and
experiences of oppression and resistance. Engage with their work and amplify it
by recommending it to others.
Q: What’s one book everyone should be reading right now?
A: So You Want to Talk about Race by Ijeoma Oluo
Summer/Fall 2020 Profile

About Lam
Lam is an assistant professor of
education and the campus Global
Student Teaching coordinator. She
holds a PhD from the University
of Wisconsin, Madison, EdM from
Harvard University, and a BA from
UMN Morris. Her expertise includes
rural and community-based education,
international and multicultural education,
and education for social justice.

SUPPORTING STUDENTS
AND ADVANCING EQUITY
The Racial and Social Justice
Scholarship was created in
memory of George Floyd and to
commemorate the events of summer
2020. The scholarship advances
equity, diversity, and inclusivity
on the UMN Morris campus. It
will be awarded to students who
demonstrate a commitment to antiracism, racial justice or social justice.
Preference will be given to students
who will enhance the diversity of
UMN Morris’s student body. After the
eligible pool of candidates for the
award are selected, an additional
consideration (plus factor) will be
given to Black or African American
students if these populations are
underrepresented at the Morris
campus at the time of the award. To
learn more contact Susan Schmidgall,
Director of Advancement at
sschmidg@morris.umn.edu or
320-589-6160.
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The days leading up to Commencement, normally some of the busiest of the year, saw a quiet campus mall and near-empty halls, as
students, faculty, and staff studied and worked from home.

TIMES LIKE THESE
UMN Morris and the COVID-19 Crisis

The global COVID-19 pandemic has touched every corner of the globe, including UMN Morris. Life today looks like nothing
we’ve seen in recent memory. But in the midst of these extraordinary times, the important things about UMN Morris—student
support, campus culture, faculty scholarship—haven’t changed. See how the campus community is throwing what it has at the fight
against COVID-19.
SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS IN TIMES OF UPHEAVAL: SAGE
This spring the COVID-19 pandemic presented
unprecedented challenges for our students: academic upheaval,
health concerns, loss, grief, and unanticipated financial
hardships. And yet, true to form, members of our community
continued to do what they’ve always done best: support and care
for our students.
In the midst of an economic crisis, faculty, staff, alumni, and
friends continued to contribute to the Student Assistance Grant
for Emergencies (SAGE) fund. SAGE was created to provide
quick-response emergency grants for short-term financial
emergencies, enabling a student to remain in school, rather than
being forced to take a leave of absence or drop out.
Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, 27 students have
received SAGE funds to assist them with food, medical bills,
technology, housing and other unforeseen expenses—more than
twice as many as last year.
“Our students have never needed SAGE more than they do
right now,” writes Chancellor Michelle Behr. “Thank you for
supporting them in this time of need.”
BETTER TOGETHER, EVEN WHEN WE’RE APART:
#MORRISMISSION
No matter where they were in the spring semester, students,
staff, and faculty worked hard to maintain the personal
relationships and close-knit ethos that distinguish our campus
from other colleges and universities. From organizing the
#MorrisMission social distancing challenge, to hosting virtual
10

gaming sessions, beading challenges, discussions, lectures,
and language tables, to displaying art on virtual media, UMN
Morris stepped up and reached out to maintain the community
we know and love. The most popular of these programs was
#MorrisMission. Each Wednesday Student Activities invited the
community to take part in weekly challenges ranging from “taking
out” the recycling to showing Cougar pride and more.
“We wanted to create a virtual program that would engage
students, show off their creativity, and create greater digital
content for Morris,” says David Israels-Swenson, senior director
of Student Activities, Health and Wellness. “We also saw the
program as an opportunity to put campus faces and people that
students are used to seeing in front of them even though we were
all far apart.”
“The cancellation of in-person classes caused us, students,
to be far from our friends, peers, and community,” says Hannah
Rhea Sajulga, “Saj,” ’20. “#MorrisMission gave us a chance to be
creative and think out of the box. Seeing what others would come
up with every week and interaction through likes and comments
made the distance feel less. #MorrisMission brought the Morris
spirit home.”
The fall edition of #MorrisMission launched August 31. To
see the winning entries, prompts, and more, visit
z.umn.edu/morrismission.
To learn more about how COVID-19 is affecting the campus
community, visit morris.umn.edu.
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Amelia Lund
won the Week Four Morris
Mission with a Mission Impossible-style action
sequence: “taking out” the recycling.

UMN COVID-19 EXPERTS
The University of Minnesota isn’t just responding to COVID-19: we’re changing its trajectory. Meet some of the
experts helping us understand how to navigate the pandemic and its effects on our lives every day.
FACULTY
Stephen Burks

ALUMNI
Heather Peters

Kaz Nelson ’02

Professor of Economics and
Management

Associate Professor of Psychology

Associate Professor and Vice-

Expertise: Culturally sensitive

Expertise: How COVID-19 impacts

interventions and programs for
dealing with COVID-19

Chair of Education, Medical
School, Twin Cities

the trucking industry and supply
chain

Resource: Wicozani Instrument

Resource: Truckers & Turnover
Project

Expertise: Anxiety, distress, how
confineness is affecting people;
how interactions with people are
changing, fallout when crisis is over
Resource: The Mind
Deconstructed Podcast

Summer/Fall 2020 Profile
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THE BIG
PICTURE
This year marks the 60th anniversary of
the University of Minnesota Morris. As
we look to the future, we nod to the past
and the foundation laid by our founders.
Founders like Ed Morrison (far left) and
Rodney Briggs (far right), seen here at
the groundbreaking of Gay Hall.
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6O YEARS SINCE 1960
The first decade of our campus’s life as a university
coincided with a decade of turmoil and change in our
nation and around the world. Today, in 2020, we again find
ourselves in the midst of widespread social movements.
The movements of the 1960s made us who and what we are
now, as will those we are experiencing today.

This year marks our 60th anniversary. Although we’re
unable to celebrate together on campus this fall, we hope
you will take some time to reflect on our history and the
strong foundation we have built for a long and bright future.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CAMPUS

Educational Experiments in Three Acts
ACT I: AMERICAN INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL, 1887–1909
The University of Minnesota Morris makes its home on lands
first inhabited by the Anishinaabe and Dakota/Lakota people.
The first campus buildings housed an American Indian boarding
school, first administered by the Sisters of Mercy order of the
Catholic Church and later by the United States Government.
The school closed in 1909, and the campus was transferred to
the State of Minnesota with the stipulation that American Indian
students “shall at all times be admitted to such school free of
charge for tuition,” a policy still proudly honored.

The campus in 1896. These buildings stood on the present-day
campus mall.

ACT II: WEST CENTRAL SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE, 1910–63
In 1910 the University of Minnesota established the West
Central School of Agriculture (WCSA) on the Morris campus,
which educated area high school students in a boarding
school environment until 1963. It is this time period that
garnered the campus its placement on the National Register of
Historic Places as the West Central School of Agriculture and
Experiment Station Historic District. Handsome Prairie School
structures, such as Behmler Hall and the Education building,
built during the WCSA years and designed by well known
state architect Clarence H. Johnston, Sr., continue to serve the
campus well.

Campus ca. 1909, around the time the WCSA was founded. The
building at the far right is the only building now remaining from
this time and is known as the Multi-Ethnic Resource Center.

ACT III: UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MORRIS, 1960–PRESENT
In the late 1950s when the University of Minnesota announced
that agricultural schools would be phased out, a grassroots
citizens movement convinced the Minnesota Legislature
that creating a distinct public liberal arts college within the
University of Minnesota System on the Morris campus would be
a good investment for the state.
In September 1960 the University of Minnesota Morris opened
its doors and began fulfilling its institutional vision to be an
affordable, undergraduate, intentionally small, residential, public
liberal arts college.
source: morris.umn.edu/about/unique-campus-history
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Aerial view of campus in 1960, when the university opened its
doors. For three years, the WCSA high school and the university
operated on campus simultaneously.

University of Minnesota Morris

THEN AND NOW-ISH
CA. 1960

2012

Seems like we only manage to get a group of faculty together for a photo about once every 50 years! Figuratively, though,
our faculty today stand shoulder-to-shoulder with their counterparts from the early years, dedicated to providing an
excellent public liberal arts education for students from all walks of life.
Ca. 1960, University of Minnesota Morris faculty. Seated
2012, UMN Morris faculty who were teaching at the time and had
L-R: Ralph Williams, Rodney A. Briggs, Racheal Munson,
won the Horace T. Morse-University of Minnesota Alumni
Judy Schradel, Mildred Gausman. Standing: L-R: Herbert G.
Association Award for Outstanding Contributions to
Croom, Richard W. Burkey, Theodore Long, Calvin Pederson,
Undergraduate Education. Standing: Gwen Rudney, Roland
Donald Gray, James Olson, Stephen G. Granger, John B. Heald,
Guyotte, Janet Schrunk Ericksen, Jim Cotter, Bart Finzel, Jon
Bruce Nord, W. Donald Spring, Karl R. Bornhoft, Jay Roshal,
Anderson, Pieranna Garavaso, Leslie Meek. Seated: Engin
James C. Gremmels, Glenn H. Daniels, John Imholte.
Sungur, Peh Ng, Nancy Carpenter, Jeff Ratliff-Crain, Jim Togeas

Students today may dress
a little differently from their
60-years-ago versions, but
they’re often here for some
of the same reasons: to
get a great education from
faculty who care about them
as people!
1960

1980

2019

ca. 2000

2018

UMN Morris is a university, so of course there were classes then, and there are classes now, but what about
extracurriculars? Seems like making music on the mall has been a constant through the decades!
Summer/Fall 2020 Profile
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ODDEN ’71 EARNS
DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI AWARD
An educator, community leader, and philanthropist, Odden has a long history of
service to his alma mater and to greater Minnesota.
James “Jim” Odden ’71 is this year’s University of Minnesota
Morris Distinguished Alumni Award winner. An educator,
community leader, and philanthropist, Odden has a long history of
service to his alma mater and to greater Minnesota.
“James Odden epitomizes the concept of a distinguished
University of Minnesota Morris alumnus,” says nominator Tom
Mahoney ’70. “Jim’s service to UMN Morris, his profession, and
his communities personifies the liberal arts ideal.”
EDUCATION AND CAREER
Odden graduated from UMN Morris with distinction in 1971,
with a major in history and a minor in philosophy. He returned to
study elementary education and went on to earn his MA in learning
and human development technology from the University of St.
Thomas in 1989.
Odden has enjoyed a full career as a classroom teacher and
teacher educator. He co-developed the Miltona Science Magnet
School, an “Outstanding Education Program by the Minnesota
Rural Education Association.” Odden also served on the education
faculty at UMN Morris from 1991–92 and as an adjunct instructor
from 1992–2000.
Odden was named Minnesota Classroom Teacher of the
Year by the Minnesota Association of Children and Adults with
Learning Disabilities in 1988, Minnesota State Conservation
Teacher of the Year by the Minnesota Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts in 1989, and Teacher of the Year by the
Alexandria Education Association in 2000. He is a past president
of the Alexandria Education Association (AEA), he served on
the governing board for the Western South Minnesota Education
Association (MEA) as chair of the Teachers’ Rights Council.
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Odden also served on the state Teachers’ Rights Council and on
the advisory board for the Minnesota Center for School Change
to evaluate proposals and select grant recipients to improve rural
Minnesota schools.
GIVING BACK
Odden is equally known for his generosity and leadership.
After retiring in 2007, Odden has continued to volunteer at the
Douglas County Library, and at Garfield Elementary School.
He’s been a member of the Douglas County Library Board,
member of the Alexandria Tree Board, and volunteer for the
Minnesota Master Naturalist Volunteer Organization. He’s also
served the Minnesota Land Trust, Carlos State Park, Community
Collaborative for Rain, Hail and Snow, and National Weather
Service.
Odden is past president of the UMN Morris Alumni
Association Board of Directors. He’s a member of the UMN
President’s Club and the lead donor for the Student Assistance
Grant for Emergencies Fund (SAGE). Odden also worked with
campus staff to coordinate efforts of Phi Mu Delta brothers to
fund two named scholarships for UMN Morris students.
“Truly, Jim Odden has brought credit to himself, to UMN
Morris, and to the profession and the communities that he has
served,” says Professor of History Roland Guyotte.
About the Distinguished Alumni Award
The Distinguished Alumni Award honors alumni who make
noteworthy contributions in their professional lives, in public
service, or in service to the University of Minnesota. Learn more
at alumni.morris.umn.edu.
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ERIKA BAILEY-JOHNSON ’99,
UMMAA PRESIDENT

UMMAA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Erika Bailey-Johnson ’99,
president
Gina Brunko-Marquez ’94
Jon Dalager ’79,
first vice president

What a time to be a human being on this planet! 2020 seems to be a year for checking
our vision. We stand at a crossroads with two paths ahead of us. We are told one is soft and
green, and the other jagged and charred. We are told that before we go forward we must
turn around and remember what we have forgotten: the languages, the culture, the ways
of being with each other and the rest of our non-human relatives. We must continue to
believe in and work towards a future that we can’t really see yet in this global village.
A future that focuses on healing instead of consuming. A future that values differences
and shows reciprocity. A future that can plan toward wellness for all rather than profit
for a few, and one that understands that a constant growth mindset is impossible on a
finite planet.
I believe UMN Morris has helped instill in all of us the understanding of how to
design this future. How to use our unique gifts to begin to heal the world. How to listen
and how to honor. How to show humility and courage. How to truly and deeply love and
defend the women who will lead the world down the green path and the youth that will
catalyze this awakening. We all need to continue to work toward a just evolution of the
food, energy, education, and economic systems.
The UMN Morris alumni board is ready to support you in your efforts! We are busy
planning activities and opportunities that will connect us all a little better, whether that
be in person or virtually. If you have any ideas for the board, please don’t hesitate to reach
out. We would love to hear from you! Also, please consider joining the board. We will be
seeking three new members in the fall, so please contact us if you have interest or want to
know more. Being on the UMMAA board is a great way to practice reciprocity!
UMN Morris has given us all so much, that is certain. Be well.

Randy Koopman ’78
Jena Magee ’09
Dillon McBrady ’13,
immediate past president
Ann Miller ’87
Elizabeth Thoma Torkelson ’11
Ryan Vettleson ’98

OFFICE OF ALUMNI
RELATIONS
Jennifer Zych Herrmann ’00
director of alumni engagement
Clori Carlsen
principal office and administrative
specialist
Gwen Rollofson ’99
executive office and administrative
specialist

alumni@morris.umn.edu
320-589-6066
alumni.morris.umn.edu

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALUMNI
Seeking UMN Morris Alumni Makers

The Minnesota Alumni Market, believed to be the first alumni-maker
online store to sell only products created by alumni-owned businesses,
is seeking UMN Morris-made products for its online store. If you’re an
alumni maker, visit mnalumnimarket.com to learn more.

Are You a Podcaster or Other Online Content Creator?

Do you have a podcast or online content that you want to promote to
other UMN Morris alumni? We want to increase our virtual offerings and
would like to showcase alumni content. Visit z.umn.edu/morrispods to tell
us about your content, and we’ll be in touch.

Summer/Fall 2020 Profile
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and three sections championships, placing second in state in
2007 and third in 2008. His overall record was 408-168. He
now lives with his wife, Lois, in Waseca and is his son’s assistant
basketball coach.

In Memoriam
Gary Barsness ’69

Class of ’84
Jon Davidann who was a history major and business economics
minor found out his most recent book, The Limits of Westernization:
American and East Asian Intellectuals Create Modernity, 1860-1960, won the
Kenneth W. Baldridge Prize for the most outstanding history
book written by a resident of Hawaii between 2017–19.

John Driscoll ’71
Judith Underwood ’71
Ken Traxler ’89
Class of ’65
Stanley Groff earned his doctorate in social work on December
19, 2019, from the University of Southern California, Los
Angeles. Groff looks forward to many years of practice in
his chosen field. He is best known in Minnesota as a public
administrator and adjunct graduate assistant professor in health
and human services administration at St. Mary’s University of
Minnesota. Groff is 77 years old.
Class of ’73
Tom Campanaro is being inducted in the Minnesota State
Wrestling Coaches Hall of Fame. He wrestled for Kellogg
High School, Itasca Community College, and UMN Morris.
Campanaro coached Gopher star Luke Becker as assistant coach at
the Cambridge/Isanti high school.
Class of ’81
Tim Anderson was inducted into the Minnesota Basketball
Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2019. He is a retired school
counselor who coached at Maple River, Mankato Loyola, and
Mankato West. He earned 11 Valley Conference Championships
Sharl Kay Keskinen ’70
received the Ismat Ara
and Abdul Mannan
Sheikh Community
Unity award presented
by the Human Rights
Commission of the
City of Moscow,
Idaho. The award is
given biannually “in
recognition of those
who have made a
significant contribution
to the harmony, welfare,
diversity, and civic life of Moscow, Idaho.” Upon her retirement
from the University of Idaho in 2003, Keskinen has been
volunteering at various regional nonprofits through the WA-ID
Volunteer Center, accumulating more than 11,000 hours of
volunteer time. As a certified mediator, she has volunteered
at the county small claims court and founded a community
mediation center. Her work with the Friendly Neighbors
senior organization is well known; she has volunteered Monday
mornings at the Senior Center teaching seniors computer
navigation skills.
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Class of ’86
Sue Baker-Dieter joined the staff of Minnesota Seventh District
Congressman Collin Peterson as communications director.
“I encourage current UMM students to consider an internship
with the Congressman,” she writes. Her new colleagues include
Adam Durand ’06, who serves as Representative Peterson’s
legislative director.
Class of ’92
Dave Olson retired after 28 years of teaching Grades 6, 7, and
8 in the Lawrence Public Schools. He also coached wrestling and
track and field and was a Lawrence Schools Foundation Trustee.
Olson was a Leadership Lawrence Class of 2003 member. He
earned a master’s degree from the University of Kansas in 2005
and completed doctoral coursework in 2007. He has been to
all 50 states and more than 30 countries. His family does a
lot of traveling with their motor home. He can be reached at
67semperfi11@gmail.com
Class of ’97
Amy Lahr Brandt graduated from Creighton University in
Omaha, Nebraska, in 2018 with a doctoral degree in family
practice medicine. Brandt went on to become a Board Certified
Orthopedic Nurse Practitioner. She is practicing in Morris
where she met her husband, Jared, as a UMN Morris student.
Brandt writes, “We will be celebrating our 22nd anniversary this
fall and have two amazing kids. I am truly blessed!”
Saymookda Vongsay ’05
earned the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation
National Playwright
in Residence award.
Saymoukda’s nearly
$200,000 prize will
enable her to focus
on writing plays for
the next three years as
Theater Mu’s resident
playwright. She will
work to support
the development of Southeast Asian playwrights and Asian
Pacific Islander American theater designers and be a key
agent in integrating Mu with the various APIA Minnesota
communities with which she has connected through her work
with the Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans.
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Calla Bjorklund Jarvie ’09
and James Jarvie ’10
welcomed their first child,
Phineas Bjorklund Jarvie,
on March 5. They live in
Luverne, where Calla is
the library director and
James is the high school
band director.
Bekah Biorn ’08 and husband Mike welcomed their first child,
son Elias, on October 25, 2019. Bekah and Mike are looking
forward to bringing Elias to his first UMN Morris Homecoming!
Classes of ’97–’98
Robert ’97 and Sue Schleder Morton ’98 tell us that Robert is
director of Worship and Creative Arts at Gun Lake Community
Church near Grand Rapids, Michigan. Sue has a private piano
and vocal studio and is the accompanist for the Lakewood Area
Choral Society and Thornapple Kellogg Schools. They have two
kids: Sam (16) and Sierra (14). They’d love to welcome friends
anytime they’re passing through west Michigan. “Great memories
of all the shenanigans that went on in HFA!”
Class of ’06
Megan Losure Krejci and her husband Jon welcomed a son,
Cameron, in January 2019. Megan writes, “I also started a new job
in October 2019 at Fraser, as a senior HR representative. We live
in Apple Valley and are looking forward to bringing Cameron to
visit UMN Morris one day!”
Class of ’08
William Jenson was promoted to Parole & Probation Officer
III–Drug Court Coordinator (East Central Judicial District) with
the North Dakota Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
in April.

Allison Wolf ’15 and
Joe Kreisman welcomed
their first child,
daughter Cora Wolf
Kreisman, on
March 25, 2020.
Class of ’12
Megan Peterson has accepted a position as distance education
and outreach librarian and assistant professor of library science at
Winona State University.
In Memoriam
Ken Traxler ’89, chemistry professor and assistant football coach
at Bemidji State University, has passed away. After growing up
in Le Center, he earned his BA in chemistry and played football
for the Cougars. He went on to earn a PhD in chemistry at the
University of Denver. Traxler was a former UMMAA president
(2005–06).

Fondly Remembered...
Ted L. Underwood, professor of history, passed away on
March 25. He joined the faculty in 1967 and taught at UMN
Morris until his retirement in 1999. He was appreciated
for the excellence of his teaching in European history, his
research, his mentorship of colleagues and his eight-year
leadership of the social science division. The Ted Underwood
Memorial Award in History, launched in 2011, celebrates his
contributions by honoring an outstanding graduating senior
in history.

Send us your Class Notes.
Please include high resolution photos!
Office of Alumni Relations, Welcome Center
600 E 4th St, Morris, MN 56267
alumni@morris.umn.edu or
alumni.morris.umn.edu/submit-class-note
Next Class Notes Deadline: January 3, 2021
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REMEMBERING HELEN BRIGGS

Submitted by the Helen Briggs family:
Helen Kathleen Ryall Briggs, aged 96, left us shortly after
midnight on May 17, 2020. Our beloved mother had endured to
late-stage Alzheimers dementia, yet her death, like her life, was
gentle, orderly, and generous.
Helen was a devoted sister, an adoring wife, a loving mother,
an attentive aunt, a loyal friend, and a conscientious citizen. She
had a natural authority born of kindness, good humor, and respect
for others.
She looked for the best in everyone, and in everyone she found
it. Her children and grandchildren adored her.
She and her husband, Rodney, were married in 1944 shortly before he deployed to
Europe with the US Army. They later founded the University of Minnesota Morris (where
they made lifelong friends), lived in West Africa, and traveled to five continents.
She co-founded a chapter of the League of Women Voters and, in her 80s, served as
president of the University of Minnesota Retirees Association. She was still swimming three
miles a week at 92, she never lost her appreciation for intelligent conversation and the arts,
and she was a witty writer whose correspondence vividly depicted the world in which she lived.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Ernest and Henrietta Achtenberg Ryall, and
her husband of 51 years, Rodney Briggs (d. 1995).
She is survived by her children Carolyn (Alec Style) of Ipswich, Massachusetts; Kathleen
(Thomas Edman), David, and Amy of Saint Paul, Minnesota; and Andrew (Anne) of Boise,
Idaho; grandchildren Samantha McCambridge (John), James Style, Robert Edman (Jennifer
Laaser), Sarah Edman (Oren Robashkin), William Briggs, and Molly Briggs; and greatgrandchildren Octavia, Adelaide, Mordechai, and Leona. She is also survived by her siblings,
Patricia Krueger, Ruth Gallagher (Thomas), and John Ryall; her brother-in-law, Robert
Briggs (Jean); and many beloved nieces and nephews.

“The history of our institution is
inextricably tied to that of the
Briggs family. We appreciate all
they have done for the University
of Minnesota Morris, and we
extend our feelings of sympathy
and gratitude to Helen’s family.
She will be deeply missed.”
—Chancellor Michelle Behr

REMEMBERING JOHN DRISCOLL ’71

photo credit: Emily Driscoll

“His passion and vision for how art can
shape and transform a moment, an
individual, a culture, and a society has
left an immeasurable impact.”
—Driscoll family
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Submitted by the John Driscoll family:
John Driscoll ’71 passed away on April 10, 2020, in New York City. A native of
Clarkfield, John went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in history and art history from the
University of Minnesota Morris. He continued his education, earning a master’s degree in
art history and a PhD in American art from Penn State.
John’s passion for art was sparked at the age of 10 after a visit to the Minneapolis
Institute of Art, viewing Rembrandt’s Lucretia. His fervor was fueled by the visual
beauty and the historical aspects of the painting, he and dedicated his life to aesthetic and
cultural connoisseurship.
He held positions at the William H. Lane Foundation in Massachusetts and Worcester
Art Museum before establishing his own art gallery in Boston. In 1987 John acquired the
Babcock Gallery, one of America’s oldest, in New York City, and renamed it the Driscoll
Babcock Gallery in 2012. As a gallery owner, scholar, collector, and dealer, John was
a revered member of the art community. In 2015 the University of Minnesota Morris
mounted a solo exhibition of Marylyn Dintenfass’s work, Painted Anthology, curated by John
at the Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison Gallery.
In a statement, Driscoll Babcock Gallery said, “The family and staff of Driscoll
Babcock Galleries mourn the loss of an inimitable scholar, gracious mentor, generous
patron, and most importantly a great friend. His integrity, intelligence, kindness, humor,
and dedication to art inspired all who knew him.”
“His passion and vision for how art can shape and transform a moment, an
individual, a culture, and a society has left an immeasurable impact that will continue to
inspire,” says his family.
John is survived by his wife, Marylyn Dintenfass; his daughters Emily Driscoll (Srineel
Jalagani) and Gillian Driscoll; his stepson Robert Katz (Elana Amsterdam) and grandsons
Jacob Katz and Ethan Katz; his stepson Marc Katz (Sharon) and grandchildren Shaina,
Noam and Ami Katz; and his brothers, Charles Driscoll (Jean) and Robert Driscoll.
University of Minnesota Morris

cougar news

Larry Edlund, 1971

1970 baseball team and friends. Row one: Vern Chandler, John Goggin. Row two: Dale
Mettenberg, Mike Tate, Larry Edlund, Paul Heberling, Mike Bah, Ron Larson, Doug
Patnode. Row three: Head Coach Dick Wenzel, Jerry McBee, John Petrich, Greg Starns, Bill
Tschida, Craig Bahe, Eduardo Salcedo-Arce. Row four: Rob Olson, J. Peterson, Jim Trapp,
Tony Kallas, Don Bright, Steve Long, Steve Ayers, Tom Bergner, Seth Poser, Assistant
Coach Greg Martinson.

2020 COUGAR HALL OF FAME

This year the Cougar Athletics Hall of Fame welcomes Larry Edlund ’71 (baseball and football) and the 1970 Baseball Team
LARRY EDLUND ’71
Larry Edlund was a standout Cougar baseball and football student-athlete from 1966–71 and worked as a UMN Morris coach/instructor
from 1972–78. He was a four-year letterman in Cougar baseball and a three-year letter winner and All-Northern Intercollegiate
Conference (NIC) defensive back in Cougar football. The 1970 football team (Cougar Hall of Fame, 1996) was NIC Conference
Champion. Following his playing days at UMN Morris, Edlund earned a master’s degree at South Dakota State University, while working
as a graduate assistant in football and baseball. In 1972 Edlund returned to UMN Morris as an instructor in the health and physical
education department. He also assumed the role of head baseball coach and defensive coordinator in football. He continued through
the 1978 season. Under his leadership the baseball team amassed 99 wins, and his 1978 team made it to the NCAA Division III playoffs.
During his time as defensive coordinator for the football team, the Cougars compiled a record of 59-23, and they were conference
champions in 1975, 1976, 1977, and 1978, making the NCAA Division III playoffs in 1976, 1977, and 1978. After leaving Morris, Edlund
earned a PhD. He coached football at Central Missouri State University (1980–82), Eastern Illinois University (1983–86), and Western
Michigan University (1987–96). He compiled a 111-72-4 record, winning four conference titles, multiple appearances in the playoffs and
an appearance in the California Bowl game. He was also an assistant coach in the German Football League for the Zaarland Hurricanes.
1970 BASEBALL TEAM
The 1970 Cougar baseball team, under the direction of head coach Dick Wenzel, assisted by Greg Martinson, was the first team in
school history to win a Northern Intercollegiate Conference (NIC) Conference title and the first team to move on to the NAIA National
Tournament. The team had an overall record of 19-7 and went 1-2 in NAIA playoffs. In NIC play, they finished 12-3, a tie for cochampions with St. Cloud State.

WON’T YOU JOIN US: COUGAR CLUB
The Cougar Club provides opportunities for nearly
400 Cougar athletes and 19 athletic teams.
To learn more and join, visit z.umn.edu/CougarClub
Summer/Fall 2020 Profile
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Van Kempen

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Cougars finished 2019–20 with 9+ conference wins for the 15th consecutive season, finishing 11–5 in UMAC play and 17–10 overall.
Their season earned them a place in the UMAC conference tournament, where they defeated North Central to advance to the semifinals.
Season highlights included Mia Wassink ’20 reaching 1,000 career points on December 3 against Mayville State, and Abby Van
Kempen ’20 joining the 1,000 point club against UW-Superior on February 2. As a team, the Cougars were second in the UMAC in
scoring, averaging just over 73 points per game, and second in defense, allowing under 63 points per game. Wassink led the Cougars
in scoring, averaging over 16 points per game, while Van Kempen led the team in rebounding, averaging over 8 boards per game, and
was second in the UMAC in blocked shots, with 44 on the season. Becca Holland ’20 had 88 assists on the season to lead the Cougars,
placing fifth in the UMAC; she also led the UMAC in assist/turnover ratio. Lexus Eagle Chasing ’22 had 69 steals on the season, leading
the Cougars and UMAC in that category.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
With just two seniors, Nick Peterson ’20 and Trent Jerome ’20, the 2019–20 Cougars
were a young and talented roster. The Cougars had the fourth highest average points
per game in the UMAC conference, led by Dillon Haider ’22, who averaged over
15 points per game. Haider topped the UMAC in 3-pt field goals per game and was
second in the conference in 3-pt field goal percentage, making 43% of his attempts. Jaret
Johnson ’23 pulled down 131 rebounds on the season to lead the Cougars and ranked 14th
in the conference.
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Merkins

MEN’S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD
At the last-chance meet hosted by Wartburg College, Trent
Merkins ’20 topped his own school record in the shot put, with
a distance of 53-4.25, missing an invitation to DIII Nationals by
just one spot. The Cougar men finished in fourth place at the
UMAC indoor track and field meet. Zion Zaloudek ’21 in the
pole vault and Ryan Anderson ’20 in the mile captured
conference titles and moved into third position on the school
top-10 list. Anderson earned runner-up honors in the
3,000-meter run, with the second fastest time in school history.
Benjamin Barnack ’20 finished the 3,000-meter run in eighth
place and took home fourth place in the 5,000-meter run. The
Cougars distance medley relay of Rory Shackelford ’23, Andrew
Stanek ’21, Edmund Cease ’20, and Anderson finished in second
place and put up the eighth-fastest time in Cougar history. In the
shot put, Trent Merkins ’20 finished as runner up, and Justin
Robinson ’22 took home fifth place, followed by Alex Boyd ’21
and Cody Nye ’23 in sixth and seventh, respectively. Merkins,
Boyd, and Robinson finished in the top six in the weight throw;
Merkins used a third-place finish to move into the third spot
on the Cougar top 10. Boyd and Robinson went fifth and sixth,
respectively. Jeffrey McEarchern ’21 placed fourth in the triple
jump and ninth in the long jump.

Bliese

WOMEN’S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD
The Cougar women put up a great team effort at the indoor track
and field UMAC meet, taking home a second-place team finish.
Jessica Bliese ’21 used a personal best throw in shot put to defend
her conference title from 2019 and placed second in the weight
throw. Bliese now has the second-best marks in both events in
Cougar track and field history. McKenna Langrud ’23 captured
a conference title in the mile, placing her fourth on the Cougar
top-10 list. Langrud took second place in the 3000 meter run,
earning her the sixth-fastest time in school history. Brooke
Hogan ’20 finished four events in the top six at the UMAC meet,
with her top finish coming in the 60-meter hurdles at second
place, third in the triple jump, fifth in the long jump, and sixth
in the 60-meter dash. McKenna Vininski ’20 helped the team
effort with two event placings in the top nine, coming in third
in the pole vault, with a mark that puts her in sixth place on the
Cougar top 10, and ninth in the long jump. Hailey Gill ’23 placed
second in the shot put and fourth in the weight throw and now
has the third-best mark in school history in the shot put. Jasmine
Terry ’22 finished third in the high jump, fourth in the 60-meter
dash, and fifth in the 200-meter dash.

WOMEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING

Lacher

When the water settled at the Liberal Arts Championship (LAC)
meet in Elsah, Illinois, the Cougars had earned a fourth-place
finish, among other awards. Winners included divers Olivia
Lacher ’23 and Taryn Longshore ’22, who were named to the
All-Liberal Arts Championship team on 1- and 3-meter boards.
Lacher also was named the LAC diver of the meet for being
conference champion on both boards. Montana Lawrence ’20
and Caitlin Papke ’20 finished in the top eight in all of their
individual events; Lawrence was eighth in the 500 free, seventh in
the 1650 free, and sixth in the 200 back. Papke would finish the
200 IM in seventh place and the 400 IM and 200 M back in fifth
place. Olivia Salzwedel ’22 placed sixth in the 50 free and fifth in
the 100 free. Head Coach David Molesworth was named Diving
Coach of the Meet.
Summer/Fall 2020 Profile
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Shipley

Lawrence

ATHLETICS
ANNOUNCES
ANNUAL COUGAR
AWARD WINNERS

Anderson

Seven Cougar student-athletes were honored by the athletic department as
annual athletic award winners for the Willis Kelly Award, Arnold Henjum
Award, Honor Athletes, and Cougar Excellence Awards. To read more about
these extraordinary student-athletes, visit morriscougars.com
ARNOLD HENJUM AWARD
Drew Shipley ’19
Lorentz

Head

WILLIS KELLY AWARD
Montana Lawrence ’20
HONOR ATHLETE AWARDS
Ryan Anderson ’20
Brooke Lorentz ’20
COUGAR EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Michael Head ’20
Rebecca Holland ’20
Morgan Miller ’20

Holland

Miller

A NOTE FROM ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
MATT JOHNSON ’03
Cougar supporters,
Just as it has been for all of you, 2020 has been a
different year for our Cougar student-athletes, coaches, and
staff. However, one thing remains the same: UMN Morris
continues to be an amazing place with opportunities and
outcomes unmatched elsewhere. And although our athletic
teams will not be participating in competitions during the
fall semester, our student-athletes continue to grow and
develop as people, teammates, and students.
Within Cougar Athletics we continue to share the
message that we are #BetterTogether, and our current
situation only strengthens our belief in this. Our Cougars
understand that being successful is not just about the
time spent on the field, court, track, or pool. It is about
athletes dedicating themselves to being the best versions
of themselves in whatever they do, and their journeys are
supported by alumni, faculty, staff, parents, and many
others. Cougar Athletics continues to forge ahead, and we
are so very excited about what the future holds.
Please get in touch with me anytime. We are
#BetterTogether, and I cannot wait for you to be a part of
UMN Morris’s history, present, and future.
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BIANCA KEIL TO LEAD
WOMEN’S SOCCER
The University of Minnesota Morris
has selected Bianca Keil to lead the Cougar
women’s soccer program. Keil brings a
wealth of knowledge and experience to the
Cougar staff from multiple levels, including
NCAA DII and DIII, NJCAA, and high
school soccer. Keil served as assistant
women’s soccer at the University of IllinoisSpringfield from 2017 to 2019. She helped lead the NCAA DII
program to a school record for victories in a season and their
first-ever Great Lakes Valley Conference (GLVS) tournament
bid. A native of Gilbert, Arizona, Keil began her coaching career
at Seton Catholic Preparatory High School in Chandler. Her
collegiate coaching career began at Chandler-Gilbert Community
College, where she assisted the men’s and women’s programs. Keil
played collegiate soccer for Scottsdale Community College, where
she earned her associate’s degree. Keil went on to earn bachelor
of science degrees from the Pima Medical Institute in respiratory
therapy and Arizona State University in exercise and wellness.
She is pursuing her master of education in sports administration
from Missouri Baptist University. Keil holds licensure and
membership with the United States Soccer Federation and United
Soccer Coaches.

University of Minnesota Morris

A model for
living and learning
The campaign for the University of Minnesota Morris

CAMPAIGN PROGRESS REPORT
LIFE-CHANGING STUDENT EXPERIENCES

463

scholarship
awards created

OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED

The campaign’s signature scholarship
has been awarded for the first time

TALENTED FACULTY LEADERS

2

endowed
professorships

NEW FUNDS DEDICATED

New funds dedicated to faculty support,
development, and recognition

HISTORIC FACILITIES

Eve and Arthur Kugler Fund for
Music Instruments established

Chemistry Instrumentation
Account established

new Edward J. and Helen Jane
Morrison Performing Arts Center

Nokoomis Niibi
Equay sculpture

FUNDING COMPLETE:
phase one of community softball facility

Dacotah Deck created in
Cougar Sports Center

FUTURE OF THE REGION
FUNDING UNDERWAY:

supporting research, programming, and other activities at
UMN Morris’s EcoStation and EcoCenter facility
A model for living and learning, the campaign for the University of Minnesota Morris and part of Driven: The University of
Minnesota Campaign, comes to an end June 30, 2021.
Thank you for making the University of Minnesota Morris a model for living and learning.

Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132

Follow us!

LookingBack,

Leading Forward
HOMEcoming2020

@

UNIVERSITYOFMINNESOTAMORRIS

HOMECOMING IS GOING VIRTUAL
OCTOBER 5–10, 2020!
Connect with the campus you know and love,
no matter where you are.
The University of Minnesota Morris is celebrating 60 years of
excellence and looking forward to the future, so there is lots
to celebrate! You are an important part of our past, present,
and future, so we hope you’ll join in.

morris.umn.edu/homecoming

